[Clinical signification of localization of S protein and late components in the skin from lupus patients].
We studied frozen tissue of lesional skin and normal-appearing skin from SLE patients and DLE patients by immunofluorescence. S-protein and late components (C5, C7, C9) were localized at the dermal-epidermal junction of the lesional skin from SLE and DLE patients. All specimens of normal-appearing skin from patients with SLE were free of deposits of S-protein and late components. These results suggest that late components may play a role in the development of skin lesions of SLE and DLE.